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Valencia, or upon the side-roads past Tarancon to the
rail-head at Albacete. Even this main road was cut
near the city, and a detour was necessary. If the gap
had been closed a little more Madrid, which still had
nearly a million inhabitants, would have been besieged.
Signor Mussolini's message breathes the same proud
confidence as Queipo de Llano's more breezy but less
pretentious statements. It was to be circulated to all
branches of the Italian army in Spain.

I am receiving on board the Pola on my way to
Libya, the communiques on the great battle in progress
in the direction of Guadalajara. I follow the fortunes
of the battle with a tranquil soul because I am con-
vinced that the enthusiasm and tenacity of our legion-
aries will sweep away the enemy's resistance. To defeat
the international forces will be a success of the highest
value, including political value. Let the legionaires
know that I MYSELF am following their action from
hour to hour, and that it will be crowned with victory.

MUSSOLINI.*

It was all timed for a great triumph. On March 14th
the Duce arrived at Tripoli and was proclaimed * Prc-
tector of Islam/ On the 15th the bibulous Queipo de
Llano had promised the fall of Madrid. At Bucharest
a Nazi putsch had been arranged for the same day.
Signor Mussolini should have returned to Rome, and
inaugurated a new stage in his empire building. In these
days the gods deal so gently with mortals suffering
from hubris that we are apt to forget the fate which must
ultimately befall them. Perhaps the despatch went a
little too far. OB this occasion vaulting ambition received
a temporary check. On the 16tt General Mancini was
1 Documents on the Italian Intervention in Spain, 14.